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Mark Your 
Calendars:

Students gather at Common Denominator Coffee + Community coffee shop in 
Oxford, Michigan. For the story behind the photo, see page 15. 
Photo courtesy of Tom & Kimberly Donnelly.

Webinars for Youth Leaders
March 17     May 19
June 16        August 18

Theological Conference 
& Retreat
April 19-20, 2022
Jekyll Island, GA

Pre-Retirement Retreat
April 26-28, 2022
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp, IA

Hidden Treasures Event
May 6-7, 2022
Mt. Carmel, Alexandria, MN

District Fellowship Leaders 
Retreat
June 14-16, 2022
Hosanna! Lutheran Church 
St. Charles, IL

Intro to IIM 
June 27-30, 2022
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Altoona, IA 

2022 National Youth Event
July 19-22, 2022
Des Moines, IA

Small churches have tremendous impact for the kingdom of God in their local 
communities and in other countries around the world. Over 500 of our member 
churches in LCMC have 100 members or fewer. These two facts are among the 
reasons why serving, encouraging, and equipping the leaders and members of our 
small churches is one of the priorities in LCMC 3.0. 

I served two congregations of fewer than 100 members in my years of 
ministry in the parish. I know from personal experience that while such churches 
may be small numerically, they can be mighty in the impact they have in people’s 
lives through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Small but mighty through the life-giving proclamation of Law and Gospel. 
Small but mighty in loving and doing good works for the neighbor. Small but 
mighty in prayer for families, communities, and country. Small but mighty in 
hospitality and welcoming the stranger. Small but mighty in doing life together and 
in sharing God stories as opportunities present themselves. Small but mighty in 
everyday encounters as they practice random acts of kindness. Small but mighty!

By REV. MIKE BRADLEY
LCMC Service Coordinator

SMALL CHURCHES A 
PRIORITY IN LCMC 3.0



This newsletter is a publication of LCMC, an 
association of churches and individuals. Inclusion 
of articles is intended to provide information and 
does not imply official endorsement. Opinions 
expressed do not necessarily reflect an official 
position of the association or its Board of 
Trustees. We welcome comments, suggestions for 
stories and submissions from our members.

EDITOR: Joy Minion.  CONTRIBUTORS: Bernadine 
Anderson, Jon Anderson, Tom Donnelly, Randy 
Freund, Perry Fruhling, Cindy Glessner, Johan 
Hinderlie, Chuck Hunsaker, Cathy Nichol, Stan 
Post, Graeme Sellers, Julie Smith, Dawn Spies and 
Kristy Thomas. 

To submit an article for this publication, please 
contact Joy Minion at joyminion@gmail.com. The 
deadline to submit articles for our next edition of 
BY THE WORD is:

May 9, 2022

THIS ISSUE:
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FROM THE BOARD...
By PASTOR RANDY FREUND
Chair, LCMC Board of Trustees
 
Quit While You’re Ahead?

The reminder to write this article came on an afternoon 
I was working on a board agenda and a sermon on Luke 
4:16-30.  The article title became clear.

It was a typical Sabbath worship in Nazareth.  
Jesus was going back to His hometown. Apparently, Jesus 
was the lay reader for the morning service. As Jesus got 
up to read, many of the locals likely whispered to one 
another: “How nice to see the “Josephson” boy back in 
town.” Jesus approaches the lectern and is handed the 
scroll. All would have gone well if Jesus finished the with 
the words, “Here ends the lesson.” But He did not.  

We are an association of congregations and 
individuals, free in Christ, accountable to one 
another, rooted in Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, and working to fulfill Christ’s Great 
Commission and go make disciples of all nations.

ABOUT US:

7000 N Sheldon Rd, Canton, MI 48187

(734) 207-5400

www.lcmc.net  |  info@lcmc.net

*
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By PASTOR DAWN SPIES
LCMC Intentional Interim Pastor

Training Trail Guides: 
Introduction to Intentional 
Interim Ministry
June 27-30, 2022

Have you ever “trekked” anywhere – maybe a short hike on 
a Sunday afternoon or a journey into the peaks and valleys 
of a national park? Our family wandered up the side of a 
mountain in Yosemite a few years back and crossed paths 
with a youth group. Faithful adult leaders were spread 
throughout the group and an experienced trail guide lead 
the way.

While it was fun to overhear the history lectures 
and helpful to know the best places to take a selfie, I was 
especially impressed with the trail guide’s experience with 
people. Part way through our hike, we saw this group 
again when they stopped to care for a struggling student. 
While the whole group was visibly concerned, the guide – 
without a hint of anxiety – came along side and assessed 
the situation. A little water, a snack, a shady hat and a short 
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Instead Jesus said, “TODAY, 
this Scripture HAS BEEN FULFILLED 
in your hearing.” Maybe He should 
have quit while He was ahead. He 
claimed to be God! There’s no going 
back now. And the reaction was not 
good.  They tried to hurl Him off 
a cliff, but miraculously, He walks 
through the crowd and moves on.  

As Board Chair, as well as 
one who has been a part of LCMC 
since 2001, I am quite aware of 
the intentionally radical nature of 
this association of independent 
congregations. Yet, we are bound to 
each other by an intentionally radical 
sovereign Lord upon whom we are 
completely dependent for life and 
salvation. LCMC’s constitution is quite 

rest…then the group was off again. 
The guide knew the difference between 
the needs of an inexperienced hiker 
and a true emergency. She knew the 
path, when they could move quickly 
through even ground, and when they’d 
need to move more carefully to ensure 
everyone made it safely up an incline.

The guide knew the path, 
knew the surroundings, and knew the 
people in the group. And most of all, 
the guide knew where they were going. 

This is exactly what 
intentional interim pastors do when 
a congregation moves through a time 
of transition! The intentional interim 
pastor knows the path through and has 
experience with the challenging terrain 
surrounding transition. They get to 
know the people in the church, and 
they know where they’re going.

An intentional interim pastor 
helps a congregation take a look at 
their past and present, seeks to support 
and refine a culture of health, assists 
as a congregation discerns what God 
is calling them to, and helps them 

PASTOR DAWN SPIES
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PASTOR RANDY FREUND

clear about how Jesus Christ, the Word 
of God, is the sole authoritative source 
and norm of our proclamation, faith 
and life. The Board of Trustees upholds 
the radically independent nature of 
our congregations, while mindful of 
the words at the top of every board 
agenda: “theological guardians of 
our DNA.” The words speak for 
themselves. There is no reason to go 
any deeper. Quit while we’re ahead?

The problem always seems to 
come with what it means to live out 
this polity, while boldly proclaiming 
this clear message: Jesus, our crucified 
and risen Lord and God, has put a 
claim on our lives. “Apart from me you 
can do nothing.” Did he really mean 
that? How tempting it can be to make 

Jesus more palatable to our culture 
and our own agendas. How easy it is to 
shrink back from Jesus’ radical claim 
and call. Fearing any negative reaction, 

Registration Deadline:
June 6, 2022

To register and start your pre-
course work, contact Cathy Nichol: 

734.788.7476    cathy@lcmc.net 

Have questions or want more info? 
Contact Dawn Spies: 

760.208.0986 
PastorDawnSpies@gmail.com

prepare to call their next pastor. This 
specialized ministry is an amazing 
opportunity for congregations to 
take full advantage of a transition, 
preparing well for the unique future 
God has planned.

If you are a pastor and might 
be interested in guiding congregations 
through transition, you’re invited 
to attend the upcoming LCMC 
Introduction to Intentional Interim 
Ministry (IIM) training course 
on June 27-30, hosted at Lutheran 
Church of the Cross in Altoona, IA. 
Registration is $195, plus food and 
lodging. Scholarships are available. 

While the training will be 
offered in person and virtually, all are 
encouraged to attend in person to take 
full advantage of the opportunity to 
build community and wrestle together 
with the concepts and tools presented.
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PASTOR GRAEME SELLERS

“To be human is to pray,” says Pete 
Greig, founder of the global 24/7 
prayer movement. He continues, 
“Prayer is the least weird, most natural, 
necessary, and wonderful invitation. 
But no one finds it easy. I guess we all 
need a little help.” 

We all need a little help 
because, knowing that prayer is 
central to our life with God, we are 
prone to turn prayer into a mandatory 
performance. So, we try hard to do it 
right, believing the better we pray, the 
likelier we are to get on God’s good 
side and receive the answers we’re after.

It’s an exhausting way to 
pray, with the result that we become 
fatigued by our best efforts to pray our 
best prayers.

There is a better way. In How 
to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal 
People, Greig shares the best advice 
he ever got concerning prayer: keep it 
simple, keep it real, keep it up.

This aligns with Jesus’ teaching 
in Matthew 6:5-8, where He tells His 
friends, “When you pray, don’t be like 
the hypocrites who love to pray publicly 
on street corners and in the synagogues 
where everyone can see them…When 
you pray, go away by yourself, shut 
the door behind you, and pray to your 
Father in private. Then your Father, 
who sees everything, will reward you. 
When you pray, don’t babble on and 
on as the Gentiles do. They think 
their prayers are answered merely by 
repeating their words again and again. 

PRAYER: KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
KEEP IT REAL. KEEP IT UP.
By  PASTOR GRAEME SELLERS
LCMC pastor in Phoenix, AZ

Don’t be like them, for your Father 
knows exactly what you need even 
before you ask him! ” [NLT]

Keep it simple, Jesus says. 
Keep your prayers short and to the 
point—there’s no extra credit for extra-
long prayers.

Keep it real, Jesus says. Don’t 
act out a part God isn’t looking for you 
to play.

Keep it up, Jesus says. Don’t 
stop—keep talking with your Father 
about the real stuff of life.

Of the three instructions, the 
most challenging for many of us is the 
last: keep it up. We pray for a bit, and 
if we don’t see what we’re looking for, 
we move on. It doesn’t help, either, 
that we hear the exhortation, “ Don’t 
give up!” as a directive to pray harder. 
But it’s not. When it comes to prayer, 
Jesus isn’t looking to load us down 
with religious requirements. He isn’t 
cracking the whip, demanding we up 
our prayer game. 

We hear “don’t stop” and think 
God wants a more Herculean effort. 
But then, when we pray and don’t 
see results, there’s a disconnect for 
us between Jesus’ theology and our 
experience of prayer.

Maybe it all comes down to 
our perception of what God is like. If 
we do not know God as the kindest 
Person we’ve ever met, our prayer life 
will reflect that. Perhaps that’s why, 
ultimately, Jesus points us not to the 
kind of praying we do, but to the kind 
of God we have.

“So, if you sinful people know 
how to give good gifts to your children,” 
Jesus remarks in Matthew 7:11, “how 
much more will your heavenly Father 
give good gifts to those who ask him.” 
[NLT]

Here, as elsewhere, it all comes 
down to relationship with the Father 
for Jesus. And maybe this is what Jesus 
would tell us when we give up too 
soon or wear ourselves out trying too 
hard: “Your problem is that you don’t 
know what the Father is like.” What 
Jesus offers is less a primer on proper 
praying than a guide for the best 
possible friendship with God.

So, keep it up – but not as 
an obligation or a burden. Rather, 
as an invitation to a beautiful, more 
authentic life with your Father.

Keep it up – not with arduous 
effort, longer petitions, and a threshold 
of desperation that you hope finally 
moves God to give you what you’re 
asking.

Keep it up – because that’s 
what friends do. That’s what love does. 
It keeps on showing up.



SECRETARY’S REPORT.
By REV. JONATHAN ANDERSON
Secretary, LCMC Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees met in San Diego, CA, on February 3-4, 2022. Here are 
the highlights of those meetings:

• Service Coordinator Mike Bradley reported on new congregations received 
into LCMC. (See page 9 for list.)

• Julie Smith reported on ongoing meetings with current districts and 
fellowship groups.

• The Board discussed: 
  - What it means to partner with an international group of churches;
 - Developing a charter for the Ministry Board (per their request);
 - LCMC 3.0 and our theological commitments; and
 - Updates from Mike Bradley on LCMC’s Strat Ops Initiatives:  
    LeaderCare, Assimilation Plan for New Congregations, 
    Theological Distinctives, Districts and Fellowships.
• The Board took action on:
 - Approving distribution of Seminary Debt Relief Fund to six 
    qualified applicants;
 - Forming a task force to review our governing documents; and
 - Moving forward with the location of the 2023 Annual Gathering in 
    St. Louis, MO.

— Respectfully, Jon Anderson

TREASURER’S REPORT.
By CINDY GLESNER
Treasurer, LCMC Board of Trustees

I’m pleased to report encouraging financial results for 2021, which was 
challenging, but much better than 2020. Our member congregations were 
generous with their support, despite the continued stresses of the pandemic. 
Giving shows as slightly over budget (1.7%), but this was largely due to the 
forgiveness of our PPE loan. Expenses were well controlled at about 85% of 
what was budgeted, with a surplus for the year of approximately $240k.

The Board of Trustees met in February and approved disbursement 
of all seminary debt relief funds to qualified applicants for 2022. To qualify, 
the pastor must apply, be certified in LCMC and currently serve an LCMC 
congregation. They can receive funds for up to 5 years after graduation, but 
need to apply and qualify each year. Just under $14,000 was used for this 
purpose in 2021.

Thank you all for your generous giving in 2021. We hope that 2022 will 
allow you to prayerfully consider contributing or even increasing your financial 
support of LCMC. We are here to support you and are committed to using the 
resources you provide wisely.

— Respectfully, Cindy Glesner
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PASTORS, 
PLEASE UPDATE 
YOUR CONTACT 
INFORMATION!
By CATHY NICHOL
LCMC Administrative Coordinator

Thank you for responding to our 
requests to give us your contact 
information and ministry training 
credentials for pastors, both in a 
contract call and on our list of certified 
pastors. We are still looking for more 
participation. Go to: 
www.lcmc.net/pastor-update
and fill in the Ministry Education/
Credentials f ields. There is also 
a request for a picture to be 
submitted. We hope this will allow 
greater access to our pastors and help 
each of us to be able to put a face to a 
name!

Congregations, 
Has Any of Your 

Information Changed?
Has the location address, mailing 
address, phone number, website 
address, current pastor(s), etc., 
for your congregation changed? 

Please take a moment to 
review the information for your 
congregation that is listed on the 
LCMC website. If changes need 
to be made, go to:

 www.lcmc.net/update-
congregational-info 

and fill out the Statistical Update 
Form for Congregations. 

Thank you for helping us 
keep YOUR information current!



  Training Trail Guides: Intro to 
Intentional Interim Ministry

June 27-30, 2022
Lutheran Church of the Cross, Altoona, IA

To Register: Cathy Nichol 
cathy@lcmc.net      734.788.7476

For more info, please contact: Dawn Spies
760.208.0986     PastorDawnSpies@gmail.com

(See page 3 for article)
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Zoom Youth Leaders Meetings
3rd Thursday each month starting at 11:00am CST 
March 17, 2022      May 19, 2022        
June 16, 2022        August 18, 2022

Theological Conference & Retreat
April 19-20, 2022
Jekyll Island, GA
Chuck Hunsaker: pacific6@bellsouth.net
706.464.1142

Pre-Retirement Retreat
April 26-28, 2022
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp, Milford, IA
John Nelson: 630.650.0905
pastorjohn@hosannachurch.com

Hidden Treasures Convocation & 
Convention Event
May 6-7, 2022 
Mt. Carmel, Alexandria, MN
Wendy Magruder: 320.234.8403
office@augustanadistrict.org 

Safety & Security
May 21, 2022
Messiah Lutheran Church, Joliet, IL
John Nelson: 630.650.0905
pastorjohn@hosannachurch.com

District Fellowship Leaders Retreat
June 14-16, 2022 
Hosanna! Lutheran Church, St. Charles, IL
Julie Smith: julie@lcmc.net

Intro to Intentional Interim Ministry
June 27-30, 2022 
Lutheran Church of the Cross, Altoona, IA
Cathy Nichol: cathy@lcmc.net   734.788.7476

2022 National Youth Event
July 19-22, 2022
Grand View University, Des Moines, IA
Cathy Nichol: cathy@lcmc.net   734.788.7476

2022 Annual Gathering
October 2-5, 2022
Hosanna Church, Lakeville, MN

Up Next: Pre-Retirement Retreat
for Pastors & Spouses

April 26-28, 2022
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp
Milford, IA

For more info, please contact: John Nelson 
pastorjohn@hosannachurch.com     

630.650.0905   

Register at: 800-OKO-BOJI

Convocation & 
Conference 
May 6-7, 2022
Mt. Carmel
Alexandria, MN

Info: Wendy Magruder 
office@

augustanadistrict.org     
320.234.8403

or
               www.augustanadistrict.org/events/2022-  
               convocation-convention-meeting/

Registration Deadline: June 6, 2022



with access to all their amenities: 
gymnasium, food service, internet, 
student center, and more.
Registration: https://www.lcmc.
net/22-yg/registration
Cost: $350/person. Includes food, 
housing, bedding, internet, convention 
costs, and materials for the event. A 
$50 deposit per registrant will be due 
at the time of registration. 
Registration Deadline: April 1, 2022, 
or when our capacity of 243 
participants has been reached, 
whichever occurs first.  

Registration is open to 
students completing grades 7-12.  
LCMC youth leaders and adult 
chaperones: the required student to 
adult ratio is one adult/five youth with 
a minimum of two adults per group.
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Have you ever wondered what God’s 
call on your life might be or how 
you can make a difference in your 
community? You are definitely not 
alone! Join us for our next summer 
youth event and find out! Our theme 
for 2022 is The Way, The Truth, The 
Life, and we will be focusing on 
what it looks like to truly love God, 
ourselves, and one another.

LCMC’s summer youth 
event is designed to be a leadership 
development experience for both 
students and our student leaders.  
Everything at this youth event is 
designed to empower youth ministry 
in the local church and encourage 
students to consider the vocation of 
ministry in the future. 

The Way • The Truth • The Life
By KRISTY THOMAS, LCMC Communications & Public Relations Specialist

GROW: Get inspired and gain 
practical advice on what God may be 
calling YOU to do through keynote 
presentations and breakout sessions.
SERVE: Lend a hand and make a 
real difference in the Des Moines 
community! We will be partnering 
with Meals from the Heartland to help 
feed people in need.
PLAY: Connect with other high 
school students and youth leaders 
from LCMC, then head out to The 
Green for mixers, games, inflatables, 
and an ice cream social. We’ve also set 
aside time in our schedule for you to 
spend quality time with your crew!

We will be staying in the 
air conditioned dormitories on the 
campus of Grand View University 

“Jesus answered, ‘  I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the father except through me.’  ” — John 14:6
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Fear is like a wildfire that gets ignited in us by the least 
little spark. We all burn out of control. But how do we 
douse those fires of fear that burn so quickly within us? 
My wife Sonja and I have learned to pour our Father’s fear- 
extinguishing love language on our fears, “...for perfect love 
drives out fear.” (1 John 4:18). How does this work?

We start by learning where the love language is 
most clearly stated. On Good Friday, Jesus reveals it in His 
command to His Father: “Father, forgive them for they don’t 
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). So let’s connect the 
dots: am I saying love = forgiveness? Yes! Dig a little deeper.  
Look at the word “absolve.” What word is hiding within 
those letters? “Solve” has “loves” in it. Now we can see that 
our Father’s love language is found in the word absolve.    

Notice what happens when you use absolve 
with Jesus’ message on Maundy Thursday: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you absolve one another, 
just as I have absolved you, you also are to absolve one 
another” (John 13:34). Jesus absolves us on the cross. We 
receive His absolution in worship, in preaching, in the 
sacrament of baptism and in our Lord’s Supper. In His new 
commandment, Jesus tells us to absolve others as we have 
received absolution from Him. 

Absolving others over and over keeps putting out 
the sparks that fuel our wildfires. To help us experience this 
freedom from fear, we practice the ABC’s of absolution. 
This was taught to us by our friend, Pastor Nathan Hoff. As 
you practice these daily, you will be free from fear.  

A: “Absolve and you will be absolved .”  — Luke 6:37
Pray words such as these: 
In the name of Jesus, I absolve _______, for what they did to 
cause me pain. I release them and their sin to you Lord. I no 
longer hold onto any right to judge them or to resent them. I 
give up my right to be right and turn it all over to you, Jesus. 

B. “Bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”
— Luke 6:28   

Lord Jesus, bless their day. Bless them in their family, in their 

work and in all their relationships. May they abound in 
blessings today, Lord. 

C. “Constantly”...“thank God for this...” 

— 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
Keep praying this way in your daily devotions. Invite a 
friend to join you in absolving others. That person can also 
absolve you.  

Sonja and I practice these ABC’s using the Daily 
Texts. We write out our reflections using different questions 
for the verses, such as T.R.I.P. (T=thanks, R=regret, 
I=intercession, P=purpose). A critical part of this time is to 
ask God to forgive us (R) and to hear one another give us 
the absolution. Then we have added time to absolve people, 
organizations, and even car dealerships that have caused 
us pain. Out of this daily love language with our Lord, we 
have discovered forgivin’ livin’. So whatever form your daily 
prayers take, include absolving those who have hurt you.  

When you practice absolving people and blessing 
them, you will be free from that pain and free to serve.  
Instead of hiding your light under a basket, you can put it 
on a lamp stand (Mark 5:15) for all the people in the dark 
to receive grace upon grace through you. The wildfires of 
fear will not inflame you. Instead, your fires will be burning 
brightly for our Lord! 

(For more help on practicing absolving people in your 
prayers for freedom from fears, check out our web page at: 
www.groundupgrace.com/forgivinlivin.)

Johan Hinderlie is a retired LCMC pastor who creates a daily 
podcast with his wife Sonja using the Daily Texts, which he also 
publishes under GroundUpGrace.com.   

  JOHAN HINDERLIE

By JOHAN HINDERLIE
Retired LCMC pastor, Daily Texts publisher

Practicing Our Father's Love 
Language Overcomes Our Fears!



1st Quarter 2022    |     Page 9

By  CATHY NICHOL
LCMC Administrative Coordinator

Welcome!Welcome!
Take a Take a 
moment to moment to 
welcome welcome 
the new the new 
congregations congregations 

and the new and the new 

pastors that pastors that 

have joined have joined 

LCMC since LCMC since 

the last the last 
newsletter!newsletter!

• Gideon Lutheran Church, Connell, WA          
        Pr. Hubert Rigor; Pr. Eric Askren    509.539.8512
       gideonlutheran5@gmail.com
• Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  Buffalo Lake, MN         
        Vacant    320.833.2021   zelchurchbl@gmail.com
• Dallas Lutheran Church, Dallas, WI    
        Vacant    715.837.1490   dallaslc@chibardun.net
• UR His Church, Idaho Falls, ID
        Pr. Patrick Jones   510.501.4447 
       patrick@urhischurch.org
• Faith Community Lutheran Church, Slayton, MN
        Vacant   507.836.8249   jerrymoline85@gmail.com
• Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Walden, NY   
        Vacant   845.778.7119    jsecretary@tlcinwalden.com
• Bakke Lutheran Church, Detroit Lakes, MN
        Pr. Kim Schnitzer   218.847.7073
        debbie@bakkelutheranchurch.com

Mark Odland, Duluth, MN   
     mark@northwoodschristiancounseling.com
Anna Roe, Belview, NE  anna8760@gmail.com   
Patrick Welton, Johnson City, TX   pwelton@aggienetwork.com
Bradley Hales, Culpeper, VA   pastorhales@hotmail.com
Miguel Nunez, Casablanca, Chile   revnunez@gmail.com

 New Pastors

WEST KENTUCKY TORNADO RELIEF

New Congregations

See full article and photos at: lcmc.net/blog/kentucky-congregation-assists-community-in-wake-of-tornado/a975#

On December 10, 2021, the West Kentucky area was 
devastated by a category 4 tornado. Many families were 
displaced by the tornado, and it will be many years before 
things could ever be considered normal again. Many of the 
first volunteers have left the area, but we are anticipating 
groups coming back to help again. There are plenty of areas 
where helping hands would be useful! 

We have helped to coordinate LCMC churches 
across the country who want to help in some way. We thank 
you all for your concern and support. Many donations have 
been collected, both in items and cash donations. The items 
we received were quickly delivered to distribution centers. 
Relief organizations now are requesting cash or credit card 
donations to help get these families back on their feet. We 

By BERNADINE ANDERSON
Pastor, Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, Paducah, KY

page 12
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GETTING TO KNOW

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Rockport, Texas

On October 24, 2021, Holy Cross Lutheran Church was accepted as a 
member congregation in LCMC. Rockport is a small coastal town in South 
Texas about 30 miles from Corpus Christi. Many retirees choose to live 
here and each winter there is a large influx of “winter Texans” who come to 
escape their cold environments. Recently, Rockport was voted the 3rd-best 
small coastal town in America by a USA Today poll. We are in a vigorously 
growing part of Texas, and our church is in a growing community.

In 1990, a retired Navy Lutheran pastor moved to Rockport. In 
1994, he and a small group of others began meeting and worshiping in his 
home. To accommodate the growing attendance, space was leased in a small 
shopping center. In 2001 a building was purchased, and in 2007 eight acres 
of land was bought and a new church was built. In 2017, Hurricane Harvey 
made a direct hit on Rockport. The church suffered $1 million in property 
damage and $100,000 in content damage. Just less than two years later, the 
church was rebuilt with renovations, making it nicer than ever. Holy Cross 
is blessed in that the church, the land and the parsonage are debt free.  
There are plans for expanded enhancements for ministry, but COVID-19 
has caused them to be put on hold. 

A few years ago, members worked together to create a beautiful 
prayer garden with trees, plants, and a concrete walking trail, with 
steppingstones throughout reflecting Christian symbols and the wording 
of the Lord’s Prayer. The steppingstones were all made by members of the 
congregation. The stained glass windows throughout the church were also 
all made by members, and none were broken during Hurricane Harvey. 

The church is people, and Holy Cross is blessed with a wonderful, 
faithful church family. The lay membership participates in all aspects of 
church life and worship. Five lay members at times lead worship, give the 
sermon, etc., and many others serve in a variety of ways. The church also 
supports nine mostly-local outreach programs. One of our members has 
recently felt led to become a part of the LCMC Harvest Workers program. 

Ours has been a journey of faith. Pastor Bryce Formwalt was a 
gift from God! He did a workshop on transitioning to LCMC and how to 
handle the call process when our pastor of 19 years retired (he was in his 
90s, but had more energy than all of us!). Very soon we will be posting 
information with LCMC information regarding our desire to receive a new 
pastor. Please pray with us for someone to feel led to become a part of our 
church home. (Visit us: www.hclcrockporttexascom)

By STAN POST 
Holy Cross Church Council President
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LCMC clergy and spouses who are 
beginning to think about retirement— 
whether very soon or in the future—
are invited a Pre-Retirement Retreat 
this April 26-28 at Okoboji Lutheran 
Bible Camp, Milford, IA, on the shores 
of beautiful West Lake Okoboji.  

The retreat will be hosted 
by LCMC Pastor John Nelson and 
is designed to help clergy and their 
spouses reflect on issues such as:

• Leaving Well – Setting up your 
congregation for a healthy future;

• Financial Planning – Considering 
issues related to finances in clergy 
retirement; 

• Finishing Strong – Developing 
a retirement plan that will have 
meaning and purpose; and

• Identity in Retirement – Calling 
outside of ministry, healthy 
boundaries, avoiding emotional 
exile, and impact on one’s spouse.

We are in a time of heavy 
retirement by baby boomer pastors 
across denominations. Preparing 
well for these years can bring joy 
and fulfillment to years that have 
the potential of leading to feelings of 
displacement and depression. You are 
invited to join fellow LCMC pastors in 
presentations, discussions and planning 
that can help you be proactive for the 
next phase of life.
Presenters include:

PLANNING FOR RETIREMENT?
Attend the Pre-Retirement Retreat!

By REV. PERRY FRUHLING, LCMC Coordinator for Pastoral Ministry

and PASTOR JOHN NELSON, Pastor, Hosanna! Lutheran Church, St. Charles, IL 

• Tom Luing – Financial Advisor 
and CFP of LCMC’s 403b 
Investment Review Team;

• Perry Fruhling – LCMC 
Coordinator for Pastoral Ministry;

• Cindy White – Retired church 
Fine Arts Director and Bible Study 
Leader;

• Tim White – Retired LCMC Pastor 
with interim ministry experience;

• Dan Antoine – Worship Leader, 
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp; and

• John Nelson – LCMC Pastor 
and Retreat Organizer, serves on 
Investment Review Team.

Cost to attend is only $80/
person, which includes two nights 
lodging, five meals, and snacks. 
Individual cabins are available for an 
additional $75. Scholarship funds are 
available upon request.

We look forward to meeting 
you for a time of shared fellowship and 
growth!

PRE-RETIREMENT 
RETREAT

April 26-28, 2022

Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp

Milford, Iowa

To register at the camp: 

800-OKOBOJI 
retreat@okoboji.org

For more information, contact: 

Pastor John Nelson

pastorjohn@hosannachurch.com

630-584-6434

LCMC Logo Wear Available
LCMC logo wear is available 

for the low cost of $10.00 per item. 

For items and sizes available, Contact Cathy Nichol at: 
cathy@lcmc.net or 734.788.7476 
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When reviewing options of 
where to give donated money, we met 
George Glover, president of the “Bread 
of Life” group, who told us about the 
Tiny Home project. This group is 
buying “Tiny Homes” to help families 
return to their towns. Right now, some 
children, after being dispersed, are 
traveling two hours on a bus to get to 
their hometown school. That is four 
hours a day!

The Tiny Homes are being 
placed in an old campsite that still has 
water and electric hookups. Volunteers 
are donating their time and materials 

to get things hooked up and to finish 
the interiors of the Tiny Homes.  

Another organization is 
donating all the appliances needed for 
these homes. It is a beautiful thing, 
during these hard days, to see so many 
good people rise to the top and help!

Families with children are 
being invited to occupy one of 30 
Tiny Homes until their houses can be 
repaired or rebuilt. George expects 
to take this on a year-to-year basis, 
thinking it may take up to two years 
before their homes are ready. As 
families move into their own homes, 

another family will be invited to stay in 
the Tiny Home, and so on.

For more information on the 
Tiny Homes project, we have recorded 
the presentation George gave to us at 
Amazing Grace. View this video at: 
www.amazinggracepaducah.com 

Click on “Weekly Sermons”. (It is the 
icon with George standing on the 
platform.)  

We will forward donated 
funds to this project until another 
opportunity arises and seems more 
fitting for the stage of recovery they are 
in. As of today, we have collected over 
$17,000! Way to go LCMC churches!  
Want to help the relief effort? Go to: 
https://amazinggracepaducah.
com/ministries/

TORNADO ...continued from page 9

To better serve and support 
our small congregations, LCMC will be 
sending out a survey to the leaders of 
these congregations in our association. 
We want to hear from you about 
your needs for Word and sacrament 
ministry, as well as management 
of ministry responsibilities in your 
churches. 

    REV. MIKE BRADLEY

do we “tone it down?” “Quit while 
we’re ahead?”

He won’t let us. Thankfully, 
Jesus will have none of that. As He did 
with a mob long ago, Jesus walks right 
through our attempts to limit or define 
Him or make Him palatable.  

From the Board ...continued from page 3

Small Churches ...continued from page 1

We want to learn from you so 
that we can better serve, support, and 
equip you for God’s purposes in the 
communities where you’re located.

A priority in LCMC 3.0 will be 
to work alongside the small but mighty 
congregations in our association. 
Together we will continue to carry out 
the mission of the Gospel through the 
power of the Holy Spirit! 

He is who is He is:  “The way, 
the truth and the life.” There is simply 
no other way to proclaim Him. There 
is none other to proclaim. Jesus will 
always walk right through any attempts 
to tame Him, dodge Him or throw 
Him over any cliffs. This association of 

independent congregations is bound 
together by this profound and radical 
truth, who is Jesus Christ. 

He is here to stay. Thank God, 
there’s no turning back. Wherever our 
Lord leads, we follow.
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A visit to our LCMC website would 
show you that there are currently 
ten districts and six fellowships in 
our association. Some of these have 
been around since the earliest days of 
LCMC. Some are brand new. They are 
organized in all sorts of different ways. 
And they have vastly different areas of 
focus. 

Fellowships and districts are 
some of the ways we reach beyond the 
immediate concerns and interests of 
our own congregations and seek to be 
the church together with our neighbors 
in LCMC. There is not one single 
model we are seeking to create all over 
the association. As you get to know the 
other LCMC folks in your area or with 
some of your shared interests, it will 
become apparent how you could be 
neighbors to each other. No shortage of 
opportunities will present themselves 
as people talk and dream together. 

One of the questions I am 
frequently asked is, “What’s the 
difference between and a district and a 
fellowship?” 

Our expectations of districts 
are outlined in the LCMC by-laws. 
A district is a named legal entity, 
with a governing board, governing 
documents, and appropriate insurance. 
Its membership is comprised of LCMC 
congregations. They can be geographic 
or based on shared interests. Districts 
can, but are not required to, maintain a 
list of affiliated LCMC clergy. Districts 
can have added standards for clergy 
endorsement, but they cannot have 
standards that are lower than the 
LCMC certification standards. 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR 
DISTRICTS AND FELLOWSHIPS
By REV. JULIE SMITH
LCMC Coordinator for Districts & Fellowships

REV. JULIE SMITH

Groups that want to have 
events or sponsor mission trips or train 
up a conflict resolution team or assist 
one another in call processes or collect/
distribute funds are best organized 
as districts. The structure of a district 
provides accountability and oversight 
for those endeavors. 

Fellowships are less formal 
organizations. In practice, they have 
tended to be made up of clergy with a 
shared interest or in close geographic 
proximity. Fellowships do not need to 
have a governing board or documents 
and are not required to carry insurance. 
Any gathering of a fellowship is 
the responsibility of the hosting 
congregation. In many places, there 
are groups functioning as fellowships 
without being recognized on our 
website. One advantage of becoming 
an official fellowship is that people who 
are new to the area or share the interest 
of the fellowship can find out about you 
more easily. 

Groups that gather for study, 
prayer, collegiality and support 
fall naturally into the category of 
fellowships. The freedom and flexibility 
of the fellowship allows for tremendous 
creativity. The intentionality that comes 
with becoming a recognized fellowship 
is part of our commitment to being 
accountable to one another.

As we introduce the 
fellowships and districts in our 
association over the next several 
months, one of the questions we will 
be asking is how a group determined 
whether to organize as a fellowship or 
a district. Knowing why our various 

fellowships and districts formed might 
be helpful for you as you think about 
what might make sense where you live, 
or what kind of “network within the 
network” you’d like to be part of. 

For more info, contact Rev. Julie Smith: 
julie@lcmc.net

Ordination pins are available to 
commemorate the special milestone 

in increments of 
20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65.

Contact Cathy Nichol, LCMC 
Administrative Coordinator:

cathy@lcmc.net  734.788.7476

Celebrating an 
Ordination Milestone?
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Lutheran Men has several functions: to get more men involved in the church, 
to help men’s organizations with programs, and to help small/mission 
congregations financially with specific needs.

The area that gets the most attention is the help provided to small/
mission congregations. Here is some good news: we ended 2021 with $36,000 in 
approved grants to small/mission congregations!

We have just approved our first grant for 2022.  It is a small one, but one 
a small congregation desperately needed.

I’m guessing some who read this feel that all we do is ask for money. 
To an extent, you are correct, but we can’t continue to help small/mission 
congregations if we don’t replenish the bank account.

March is the campaign month for our Buck-A-Month Club ($12.00/
year). Last year, only 56 men from across all of LCMC contributed to the 
Buck-A-Month Club. Continuing with that level of support will cause our bank 
account to deplete to a point where we will not be able to provide financial 
support to these congregations that desperately need it.

PASTORS…please help us get a Key Man in your congregation so we 
have a point of contact.

MEN…please plan to contribute to the Buck-A-Month Club during our 
campaign month of March.

Bulletin inserts are available to help get the word out in March: 
https://lcmc.net/lcmc-lutheran-men/243      

If you know of a small/mission congregation that may need help, please 
have them contact me and we will see if/how we can help:

pacific6@bellsouth.net 

Men, let’s lead the way by being respected, trusted, and ambitious 
leaders within LCMC. A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and 
shows the way!

You can send donations to: LCMC – LM, 7000 N. Sheldon Road, 
Canton, MI 48187

By CHUCK HUNSAKER
President, LCMC Lutheran Men

LM Functions

 “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”  — Proverbs 27:17
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Heavenly Father, You gave Kimberly a dream in early 
2020 to open a coffee shop. You were so specific about what 
it was to look like. You shared that teenagers would treat the 
space like home, a safe place to gather. You even gave her 
the name “Common Denominator Coffee + Community.” 

But after opening in April 2021, and months of 
running what appeared to be a failing coffee shop, we grew 
weary and tired. You gave us the vision that this would be 
a place where a holy collision between the church and the 
community would take place. But they weren’t coming. It 
was getting so hard to maintain. We already were working 
more than a full-time job with the church, and with me 
working with Firmly Rooted, Greendale, IN, and being the 
Oxford School Board president. It was all just too much, 
and we contemplated shutting the doors.

On November 30th, we felt we finally had begun to 
turn the corner. Our staff was trained enough so we didn’t 
have to be there all day, every day. We took the afternoon 
off. While we were eating lunch, we heard sirens and saw 
emergency vehicles racing past. Suddenly my cell phone 
went off: I read, “Active Shooter.” 

Almost immediately, parents began to gather at the 
coffee shop because it’s a stone’s throw away from the high 
school and the parking lot where students would gather 
for safety. The fear and pain were palatable. Feeling numb, 
Kimberly and I decided that the worst place for kids to be 
was at home, separated from each other. So, we posted on 
our Facebook page that high school students were welcome 
to come to the coffee shop and have a free drink and a safe 
place to hang out. We just didn’t know what else to do. 

Hundreds and hundreds of young people began to 
come. Coaches and their sports teams came. Band directors 
and the band came. Over the next four weeks, we must have 
served thousands of people. We witnessed hugging, crying, 

Devotional Series...

WATCHING GOD AT WORK

frustration and anger. We witnessed students coloring with 
each other, making friendship bracelets, and talking – and 
not on their phones.

It took a bit for us to realize we never understood 
the purpose of Kimberly’s dream, but You did! You knew, 
didn’t You? You knew this was going to happen. You knew 
how many kids would be hurting and in need of a safe place 
to begin to process and heal. We know that now. You gave 
us the ability to see You work for weeks. You moved people 
to donate money so we could continue to offer free drinks. 
You moved businesses and people to donate supplies that 
were hard to keep in stock. You brought trauma counselors 
and comfort dogs. You brought pastors from other 
churches.

We got to see the church and the community 
collide. We witnessed tears, prayers, hugs, love, faith, and 
healing. Countless people said, “I don’t know what it is, but 
as soon as I walked in here, all I felt was peace.” That is all 
You, God. All in a coffee shop. We didn’t know! We couldn’t 
see it. But, YOU KNEW! You not only knew, but You acted. 
You gave a word to a woman in the community. You told 
her to come to the coffee shop and talk to Kimberly the 
following morning, December 1. Through this woman, 
You told Kimberly to “look around the coffee shop.” As 
Kimberly looked over the ocean of community members, 
You whispered through the obedient woman, “THIS! This is 
why I had you create this coffee shop! You didn’t know, but I 
knew that it had to be here for such a time as this.”

In and through us all, You moved through this 
coffee shop with the compassion and empathy of Jesus. You 
fulfilled the vision You laid on Kimberly’s heart. You were 
no longer frustrating and confusing, but You were a good 
Father – a way maker, a miracle worker, a promise keeper. 
You were, are, and always will be faithful. We witnessed 
Your actions in countless ways through the most traumatic 
thing we ever experienced.

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise 
Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above ye, heavenly 
host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

Amen! Amen! Amen!

KIMBERLY & PASTOR TOM DONNELLY
Firmly Rooted Ministries, 

Oxford, Michigan
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