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LCMC Clothing Items 
Available Now! 

To purchase, contact 
cathy@lcmc.net 

Have you moved? Do you have a new address? Or a new phone number? Perhaps you 
have changed congregations? Help US by keeping YOUR profile information up to date.  

Go to  https://www.lcmc.net/pastor-update and fill in the ALL of the fields, 
including Ministry Education/Credentials. 

 Pastor: Is Your Contact Information Up to Date?
If you have any questions, 

please contact 

Cathy Nichol: 
cathy@lcmc.net  or  

(734) 788-7476. 

By CATHY NICHOL, LCMC Administrative Coordinator

By CHRISTIAN HUNTLEY
LCMC Coordinator for Leadership and Pastoral Development

Pastors Directory Changes 

CHRISTIAN HUNTLEY

To better assist congregations, call 
committees, and others, the LCMC 
Ministry Board initiated changes to 
the pastoral list categories that will be 
reflected on the LCMC website in May 
2024.

Current categories are not well 
defined and allowed pastors to be in 
more than one category. This unclarity 
was difficult to explain and created 
unrealistic expectations, especially 
among call committees. The updated 
categories will better reflect a pastor’s 
current call status.

The new categories will be:
• Under LCMC Call: Those with a 

current letter of call to a LCMC 
congregation

• Not Under LCMC Call: Those not 
currently under call or serving a 
non-LCMC congregation

• Available for Call & Ordination: 
Those not under LCMC call and 
have not been ordained.

• Deployed as Chaplain – Called 
by an LCMC congregation and 
serving as a chaplain in military, 
healthcare, and other organizations

• Deployed – Called by an LCMC 
congregation and serving a 
separate specialized ministry

• Retired – Certified pastors who 
retired from their congregation

• Emeritus – Certified pastors who 
received Emeritus status from their 
congregation

• Inactive – Those no longer seeking 
call or who have been without a 
call for more than 3 years

Categories being removed:
• Active

• Available for Call

NOTE: This article first appeared on the LCMC blog, posted March 25, 2024. 

Thank you to those who confirmed or updated their information already!

If you have not already done so, please update your information accordingly.  

https://www.lcmc.net/pastor-update
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Service Coordinator
Rev. Mike Bradley
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Sharon MacFadyen
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Kristy Thomas
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CHAIR: Rev. Randy Freund  
VICE CHAIR: Mr. Jason Eliot
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                         Behrends
TREASURER: Cindy Glessner 
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Rev. Jeremey King
Rev. Anna Tucker
Rev. Steve Turnbull
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Does your congregation have a key man?  Far too many do not.
What is a key man?  It is simply a point of contact in a congregation for 

Lutheran Men.
When we discuss key men, we often hear a comment such as, “I don’t 

have time to head up a men’s organization.” Another comment is, “I don’t like to 
ask people for money.” Neither of these is required.

That said, you can be as active as you want. Sure, you can head up a 
men’s group…we can help you get one started. You can meet with each man in 
the congregation and ask them to donate to Lutheran Men…but you don’t have 
to. You are simply our point of contact in the congregation.

We do ask that twice each year…March and September…you tell the 
men of the congregation that it is the campaign month for the Buck-A-Month 
Club or the Committee of 100. We can help here too. The Lutheran Men’s 
section of the LCMC website contains bulletin inserts that you can print off. All 
you need to do is collect them at the end of the month and send them to LCMC.

At last count, we only had slightly fewer than 200 Key Men. We have 
nearly 800 congregations in the U.S., so we have a way to go.

If you would be interested in becoming a key man, simply send me an 
email at pacific6@bellsouth.net and I will add you to our roster.

Think about it. Pray about it. Discuss it with your pastor.  
WE NEED YOU!

LCMC.net/Lutheran Men

By CHUCK HUNSAKER
President, LCMC Lutheran Men

Key Men 
Needed!

Does your congregation have a new location or mailing address? 
Or a new phone number? An updated website address? Joined a new district? 

Help US by keeping the profile for your congregation up to date. 

Go to  https://www.lcmc.net/update-congregational-info 
and fill in the ALL of the fields.

If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Nichol at 
cathy@lcmc.net  or  (734) 788-7476. 

Congregation: Is Your Contact 
Information Up to Date?

By CATHY NICHOL, LCMC Administrative Coordinator
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When I was 8 years old, my brother and I would try to 
catch 15-pound carp with tiny hooks and 8-pound test line. 
Needless to say, it did not work very well. We simply left 
the carp in our boat-dock-village with little brass hooks 
decorating their lips and a distaste for our best bait.  

When Jesus promises to make disciples into “fishers 
of men,” they did not picture that they would be casting out 
a lure and hoping someone might bite.  

 Little did my brother and I know we needed to get 
a better hook and stronger line. We focused on the bait. The 
carp were just sitting there near the surface of the water. 
Turns out bread, balled up on the hook, worked the best of 
all our attempts. We just had to get the fish to bite before the 
bait fell apart. 

Is this how the Gospel works? Is the bait the fragile 
part and the method needs more support?   

Is that how the Gospel works? No! Much less the 
common misconception that in order to ‘catch’ a person 
there is a set thing to be said, or emotion to be felt, or 
expression of ‘true’ faith that will assure us of a person’s 
salvation. The power is not in the fishermen. It is not in 
us. And the Good News is not dependent on our notion of 
what faith must look like in those we love.  

The Gospel is so much more powerful than that 
concept of fishing. And yet we find ourselves thinking – “If 
we can just teach our people to set the hook.”

Our village is filled with wounded men and women 
who have bitten down on this empty idea of religion.  

The image for these professional fishermen was 
not a lure, but that of a net.  The Gospel is not bait we must 

Devotional Series...

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL

get someone to bite down on from their own free will and 
logical understanding.  

The Gospel is a net. An all-powerful, all- 
encompassing reality that sweeps over us and captures us 
in the wonder of God’s almighty presence. The Gospel is a 
direct proclamation of authority! 

“And they were all amazed, so that they questioned 
among themselves, saying, ‘What is this? A new teaching with 
authority!’” — Mark 1:27

God is not waiting for us to trust Him. He creates 
TRUST by His WORD as promised, given through broken 
preachers and common elements.  

 How powerful is the Gospel? With how much 
attention and care must we treat this fulfilled and at-hand 
energy? How much do we need to be aware of what God 
is doing through us in order for God to use us to repent 
another person’s faith?  

 It turns out the Gospel is much more powerful 
than we ever could imagine. It is more than a formula or 
a feeling. It is an assurance. The belief that God knows the 
words a person needs to hear to be set free from the empty 
promises currently tugging at their lips. God knows what 
creates trust in His promise.  

 And that power is not dependent on the preacher. 
Whether well-rehearsed or casual conversation, the Gospel 
is an all-encompassing net that sweeps over us and captures 
us in the presence of our Almighty God.  

KURT HOOVER
Pastor, Messiah Lutheran Church

Joliet, Illinois

“And Jesus said to them, 'follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.' ”  
— Mark 1:17



FIND A CHURCH E-NEWSLETTERDOWNLOAD OUR APP

Stay up-to-date on news and 
events, access calendars and 

directories, and stream videos to 
your TV screen using Apple TV or 

Google Chromecast.  To learn more 
and watch a full demo, visit 

www.lcmc.net/download-our-app.  

Search for an LCMC congregation 
near you (or the place where you’re 

headed) with our Congregation 
Finder tool, available in our mobile 

app and on our website at
www.lcmc.net/congregation-finder.  

Get recent announcements and a 
list of upcoming events delivered to 

your inbox once a month. 
To learn more and subscribe, visit 

www.lcmc.net/enewsletter.

facebook.com/lcmc.net @lcmcupdates www.lcmc.net/blogwww.linkedin.com/company/lcmc
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