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LM Mission
“Assistance
und

By CHUCK HUNSAKER
President, LCMC Lutheran Men

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another” — Proverbs 27:17

KUyYe you part of a small/mission congregation? Are there things you need for
weekly worship that you can’t afford? If so, possibly Lutheran Men can help.

How, you ask?

Lutheran Men has a Mission Assistance Fund, supported by men
across LCMC through the Buck-A-Month Club and the Committee of 100.
This fund is designed to help small/mission congregations by providing gifts for
congregational needs.

A congregation can request assistance from Lutheran Men by
sending a specific request — item(s) needed along with the actual cost — to
Lutheran Men (TEGM e G $ F | P P )WIheréqlhesRd o¢aluated by the
Grant Request Committee, and the committee’s decision is provided to the
congregation.

Obviously, these funds are not unlimited and need to be replenished,

p &Q/men of the church are asked to donate to the Buck-A-Month Club and
Committee of 100. There are campaign months for both, but men can donate
at any time. Bulletin inserts are available on the LCMC (Lutheran Men) website.
Congregations are also encouraged to donate larger amounts.

Small/mission congregations are vitally important to the church’s
mission. Go and make disciples...plant churches...help them grow...are all
cornerstones of God’s plan to build the church, and Lutheran Men stands ready

WiB Trelp small/mission congregations across LCMC to achieve that goal.

cCP Let us know if you have a need, and please encourage men in your

= Gebidi@sftions to help maintain the Mission Assistance Fund. That backing will

J CaBow us to sustain the fund and continue with our mission of support.

UPGT You can send donations to: LCMC - LM, 7000 N. Sheldon Road,

Canton, MI 48187



PASTOR CHARLES T. R. AURAND
Abiding Presence Lutheran Church
York, South Carolina

Among Christians who accept the authority of God’s
written Word, the rapture is a hot topic, especially here in
the Bible Belt. Just west of our LCMC parish in York, SC, is
the Rapture Ready Church. I hope that they are ready. I hope
we are, too, if Jesus appears over the earth today.

The big discussion topic is not IF, but WHEN the
rapture occurs. This doesn’t mean picking a date, since
history has shown all attempts at this to be failures. Rather,
will the rapture occur before (pre-tribulation), during
(mid-trib), or after (post-trib), those awful final years of
human history known as the Great Tribulation? None
of us has special revelation about this, but here are some
observations.

Many of the big-name radio preachers preach a
pre-tribulation rapture. From this perspective, the church
is gathered off the earth before real suffering begins. This
sounds appealing. Who wouldn’'t want to go to heaven while
driving down the road in your Cadillac, BMW, or some
$80,000 pickup truck, having just eaten at your favorite
restaurant, played golf, or just having visited your favorite
fishing hole? A bumper sticker saying, “This vehicle may be
driverless” says it all. However, when I look at 2,000 years of
Christian history, I see a church that has glorified God best
while suffering and not so much while prospering.

I'm guessing that American Christians are woefully
unprepared for suffering. After all, our culture (and our
church buildings) are all about comfort. Heaven forbid that
our AC or heat, our big screens and cushioned seats, our
sound systems and baristas fail us! So how do pampered
Christians prepare for the uncomfortable days that may
soon be here?

Devotional Series...

READY OR NOT

“Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so
we will be with the Lord forever” — 1 Thessalonians 4:17

We could go live in a foreign country that
persecutes Christians. No doubt this would be good
training and there are plenty of places to choose from.

It isn’t very practical, or even affordable, for most of us,
though.

How about trying a “Hurricane Sunday” worship
service? Say what?

Here is what it is. Five years ago, hurricane-force
winds were forecast to come inland from a coastal storm.
Fearing roof and water damage, we emptied our sanctuary
of everything that wasn't bolted down — hymnals, Bibles,
banners, paraments, instruments, etc. The storm passed
us by, and the following day, Sunday, we gathered in a bare
sanctuary to thank the Lord and attempted to conduct
worship from memory. This was not easy. We managed the
Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed and a few hymn stanzas.
As for God’s Word (not in general but verbatim), we fizzled
after Psalm 23 and John 3:16. In the years since, we've
intentionally sharpened our memories a little. We continue
to use no resources other than what the Holy Spirit brings
to our minds that day. The last Sunday in September is now
called “Persecuted Church Sunday”

This Sunday is not a congregational favorite — but
we conduct it anyway, even though it is still out of our
comfort zone. Maybe we should do this several times a year,
so it becomes more routine and thus familiar. Whatever
incentive we lack in considering such a future, I suspect the
Lord will soon provide it. Think about Ukraine. If we want
to prepare to be Acts 5:41 Christians, behaving like Acts
5:42 Christians may be necessary first.

In Jesus’ name,
Pr. Charles Aurand
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DOWNLOAD OUR APP

FIND A CHURCH

Stay up-to-date on news and
events, access calendars and
directories, and stream videos to
your TV screen using Apple TV or
Google Chromecast. To learn more
and watch a full demo, visit
www.lcmc.net/download-our-app.

Search for an LCMC congregation
near you (or the place where you're
headed) with our Congregation
Finder tool, available in our mobile
app and on our website at
www.lcmec.net/congregation-finder.

E-NEWSLETTER

Get recent announcements and a
list of upcoming events delivered to
your inbox once a month.

To learn more and subscribe, visit
www.lcmc.net/enewsletter.



